4. Use fertilizer properly!

Over 70 million paunds of pesticides are applied
o lawns every year My friend Jack didn't use any
Fertilizer for his beanstalk, and look how that
turned outl

5. Recycle used oil by taking it
to a designated drop-off

or recycle center Four quarts of ail can forrm

an eight-acre slick and contaminate a million gallons
of drinking water, Basically, if you "dump it” down
the drain, "you drink it” or "si lo tira, se lo toma’ as
they would say in the old neighborhood.

The things that we do everyday can help protect
our environtent. If we do the right thiﬂgs, wa Gan
make Central Oklahoma an ideal storybook setting.

There are more things I can share with you.
but I've got to go save the Princess...

Visit wow.acogok.org for more infopmation

A clean waber supply
in Central Oklahoma is

nob a fairy tale!
Wave your wand to help
keep our water clean!

Y nce upon

Association of Central Oklahoma Governments
21 E. Main Street, Suite 100
Oldahoma City, OK 73104 -2405
405 -234-22464
www,dcogok.org

Brmought dayou by the A ssooiation ol Ca nim| O Haboma G avernme nig
Indian Mations Covngilol Governmentsand Environmental Frolection Agency,

&
acog

associotion of central ekiahoma governments

This publieation, printed in Ceniml Oklahoma, iz av thorized by the A ssaciglion of Cendm| Gklahoma Gove mmens
Boarded Directors anddinanced throvgh agmnd from the Envimnmenial Pokolion Agency, 25,000 copie s were
prepaed ol o cosf ol 57,750, Copies have been deposiedwilh the Publicafions Clearinghouss af the
Cklahoma Deparment of Libraries.



N

P, -'_)"-.‘
R (3 A Flera

-':;'.'

77 dryspell,
~ ahard
rain came
‘\‘k_? down in
)} Central

- Oklahoma, and

the water cleaned the streets
and made the flowers and the

grass grow. Children plaged in mud

puddles, and the lakes and ponds

swelled with the rushing water.
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The end? Nob exactly. 5\,
Ttnthe Stormwater & Y
Fairy, but the story I'm B
telling is no fairy tale. ’--'I

Every time it rains 0
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XN in Central Oklahoma, the ¥z
-L; y water cleans the streets ;';1 3
% and the grass and the L,:_-"\
flowers grow. It's
nice st ite
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But. where does all the dirty water go?

It does do somewhere| Runoff from rain and
rnelting snow flows over im pervious surfaces
and collects dirt, debris, chemicals and
Pollutaﬂts, washiﬂg therm Irfo the storm drains
It's called storrmwater runoff, and storrmwater
discharges to my underground castle - the
storm sewer system - where it eventually
flows enitreated into local lakes, tivers and
strearns, Why should you care? Becauvse these
water bodies are sources of drinking water

in Central Oklahoma. It's like being handed a
bushel of poison apples. And you thought Snow
Wwhite had problens.

Not only does stormwater ranoff cause

problems for plants. fish and animals,
it also can damage wetlands, ponds and

creeks, It can cavse erosion and contarminate
waterways. How can you make this story
end happily? Trn not Pinooohio, But
these th ings T know are true.

There is everyday magic thab
you can prachice:

1. Wash your cars and brucks ab
a commercial car wash -

not in the driveway. Washing at home leads to
deterdent and chemical water runoff that does
straight into starm drains.

2. Check gour carriage for oil
and Fhﬁd leaks. Every tirme It rains,

streets overflow with petrolevm and
chemical build-up.

3. Pick up after your pets.
Pet waste is one of the major sources of
bacteria in urban and regional

walber suppliés,




